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I was born on the East Coast of Canada and raised in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. I am the oldest and favourite (lol) child 
of three children. 

On January 25, 1970 my life was changed forever. As a 
young boy of five I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal 
Saviour. Even at the age of five I felt the calling of God on my 
life for full-time pastoral ministry. Not once have I ever 
doubted that calling or failed to pursue that call on my life. I 
come from a very strong and committed family of believers in 
Jesus Christ. The spiritual heritage that has been passed 
onto me is second to none. My grandfather recently retired 
from his lead pastoral responsibilities after serving for nearly 
70 years. I have a very high percentage of family members 
who are in full time ministry and many more who are high 
capacity leaders in their churches. The profound influence of 
my immediate family is hard to describe. The Bible says, “To 
whom much is given; much is required.” I believe that to be 
true in my life. 

As a young boy my calling was affirmed by many older, godly people. My pastor allowed me to 
preach my first sermon in church at 12 years old. I became a regular speaker in our Sunday 
evening services and always filled in when my pastor was out of town. As a teenager, I was a 
leader in my school, youth group and sports team. When I graduated from high school I could 
hardly wait to go to Bible college and be trained. No matter how heavy my academic load, my 
priority was serving in local churches on weekends. In both Bible college and seminary, I held 
leadership positions that cultivated influence on fellow students and respect from faculty. I have 
tried my best to live a life that is above reproach in every area so as not to bring shame to the 
name of Christ. I have surrounded myself with godly men and women who are able to speak 
into my life during the good times and the rough times. I love serving God and people. It is what 
drives me in my pursuit of excellence. My prayer is that God would find me faithful serving him 
to my dying day.

I served as Youth Pastor at Faith Bible Church in Sterling, Virginia for 6 years.  From there I was 
invited to come as the Youth Pastor to Perry Hall Baptist Church in Baltimore, Maryland.  After 4 
years God lead me back to my hometown of Halifax and my family's home church to be the 
Associate Pastor of StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church.  I recently completed 16 years at 
StoneRidge Fellowship. 
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PROFILE 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 

Committed follower of Jesus with a passion for the local church. Progressive thinker with a theologically conservative 
mindset. Dedicated to culturally relevant, life-changing ministry. High capacity servant leader who thrives in a fast-
paced, changing environment. 

CORE COMPETENCIES 

Leadership Builds, inspires and empowers teams to lead, serve and point people to Jesus.  

Communicator Preaches from God’s Word with transparency, humor and boldness, applying it to everyday life. 

Relational Loves people and connects easily with all ages. Highly sensitive to the emotional energy in the room. 

Visionary Inspires people with a vision of what the church could be and the impact it could have. 

Creativity Devises and embraces fresh and unique approaches to church and reaching the lost. 

Click here to view demo reel (Password: Donald) 

This Very Night Envisioned an annual musical capturing the heart of Christmas and impacting the community. 
Launched in 2004 and consistently grew in size and production quality. Led a team of 200 production, drama, music 
and first impressions volunteers to stage eight shows in three days in 2014. Collected close to 30,000 pounds in food 
donations over the last six seasons. Number one connection point for newcomers to StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist 
Church and a common first step toward accepting Jesus. 

Unification Drew StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church congregation together and managed significant change during 
two tumultuous seasons that included layoffs and financial challenges. Fulfilled lead pastor duties during a ten month 
sabbatical, including preaching, staff management and vision casting. 

Mall Church Conceived and implemented a plan to use a mall as a transitional location during a seven month gap in 
relocating StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church. Held Sunday services in corridors during off hours. Led weekly setup 
and teardown. Created a new sense of community and teamwork. Saw curiosity seekers accept Jesus. 

Youth Evangelism Teams Engaged several hundred teens at Faith Bible Church and Perry Hall Baptist Church in 
open-air evangelism. Designed and taught ministry teams, including karate, gymnastics, weightlifting, drama, 
basketball/slam jam, that traveled regularly. Witnessed scores of people accepting Jesus. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Preaching & Teaching Delivered relational, in-depth book-based and topical studies. Assumed primary preaching 
duties at StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church in April 2014. Taught discipleship and membership classes. Led and 
hosted small groups. Taught (substitute) at Faith Bible Church and Perry Hall Baptist Church’s schools.  

Creative Expression Developed original content for weekend services and special events. Partnered with production 
and music teams to create worship services with focus and flow. Performed lead roles in theatrical productions. Hosted 
high energy special events. Designed and built sets and church environments.  

Ministry Oversight Managed and expanded multiple ministries at StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Chuch: weekend 
worship; special events; men; missions; facilities (interior and exterior); small groups; college and career. Managed and 
expanded youth ministries at Faith Bible Church and Perry Hall Baptist Church. 

www.vimeo.com/125855822


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Master of Divinity (1986-1989) Capital Bible Seminary, Lanham, MD 

Bachelor of Arts with a Major in Bible (1983-1986) Cedarville University, Cedarville, OH; London Baptist Bible 
College, London, ON 

Diploma of Biblical Studies (1982-1983) Word of Life Bible Institute, Pottersville, NY 

Leadership Village (2010-Present) Leadership development and accountability conferences with pastors from nine 
of the largest churches in Atlantic Canada. Held in various locations in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

The Global Leadership Summit (2006-Present) Leadership development conference. Willow Creek Association, 
South Barrington, IL; Moncton, NB; Lower Sackville, NS 

SEEDS (2013) Creativity and innovation conference. Church on the Move, Tulsa, OK 

The One Day Launch Conference for Pastors, Church Planters and Teams (2012) Church planting conference. 
Nelson Searcy, Orlando, FL 

EDUCATION 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Associate Pastor (1999-Present) StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church, Lower Sackville, NS 
Attendance in 1999: 325   |   Attendance in 2015: 650 

Associate Pastor (1995-1999) Perry Hall Baptist Church, Perry Hall, MD 
Attendance in 1995: 300   |   Attendance in 1999: 500 

Youth Pastor( 1989-1994) Faith Bible Church, Sterling, VA 
Attendance in 1989: 350   |   Attendance in 1994: 600 
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COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

Board Member (2009-Present) Halifax Christian Academy 

Past President (2006) Fellowship Atlantic 

President (2005) Fellowship Atlantic 

Vice President (2004) Fellowship Atlantic 

National Council (2001-2004) Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches 

Pastoral Care Interacted with church members and newcomers before and after weekend services. Counseled people 
with many needs, such as questions about God, marital problems, marriage preparation and addictions. Visited people in 
the hospital and at home. Performed weddings and funerals. Sent cards of encouragement, appreciation and sympathy.   

Missions Initiated team-led review and revamp of StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church’s missions strategy upon 
assuming team leadership in late 2014. Planned and led trips to India, Haiti, Paraguay, Spain and domestic locations. 

Building Campaigns Engaged in four major building campaigns, including a total relocation at StoneRidge Fellowship 
Baptist Church. Contributed to campaign development. Led campaign design, marketing and event planning at 
StoneRidge Fellowship Baptist Church. Fostered youth involvement at Faith Bible Church and Perry Hall Baptist Church. 
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